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SOME ACCOUNT OF DEACON JOHN BUTLER OF PELHAM,
N. H, AND OF HIS DESCENDANTS.

BY CALE®M WOUTLER OF OROTOMN.

Jony ButTLeR, the propositus of the family registers hereinafter given,
was born at Woburn, in the county of Middlesex, Mass, July 22, 1677.
He was the son of James Butler, whose name appears in the tax lists of
Woburn for the years 1676, 1677, and 1678; but the name of Botler is
not afterwards found in the records of Woburn till John became twenty-one
years of age, whence it is inferred that the father died soon after the birth
of John. Whether he had other children ithan Jobn is not known with cer-
tainty. One of the third generation is remembered to have said, that John

had a brother Simon or Simeon, who lived at the south. By “south®
might be meant Connecticut or New York, and possibly some of the name
now there are his descendants.

Neither the precise time when, nor the particular place whence, the an-
cestor emigrated and came to America, is known. There is a tradition
among the descendants of John, that their aneestor came into this country
at the age of only four years; and that in after life he remembered nol
from what country he came. His own name only was all the account he
could give of himself'; so it would probably be in vain for them to endeay-
our to trace their lineage from the famous Duke of Ormond,* Lord Liew-

# That snch is their descent, however, is by no means impossible.  The following seme-
what abridged account is taken from a British publication, which may be not whoily unin-
teresting to such as won!d be proad of and lay claim to & noble ancestey 1 —

® The family of BurLes is one of the most ancient and illustrious in the British domin-
ions : and for the services which at different periods it rendered o the crown, it has ob-
tained titles of honor in each of the kingdoms which constitare the Em|;im-

L “Tuouss Borrer Bsg. of Clonghgrenan in the county of Carlow, supposed 1o be
lineally descended from Siv Edward Butler, Kt 24 son of James, $ih Barl o Ormonde,
was ereated a Baronet of Irgland Ang. 16, 1628, He represented the coanty of Carlow in
Parliament 1639, m. Ann, danghter of Sir Thomas Enlcﬁnug‘h. Ki. of Tynterne Abbeoy, by
whom he had four sens and three daughters.  He was wneceeded by his eldest son,

II. Sim Epuvsn, who m. Juliana, danghter of Bernard Hyde, Esq., of Bhinfield, Co. of
Berks, and was succeeded by his eldest son,

111 Sig Tromas of Garrvhandon. who m. Jape, daughter of Rt Hev. Richard Doyle,
D. I, Lord Bishop of Leighlin and Ferns, He represented the county of Carlow in 1632,
and was suecseded by his eldest son,

IV, Sin Pigncs, member of Parliament for the Co. of Carlow 1713, m. Anne, dangh-
ter of Joshna Galliand, Esq., and was succeeded by his som,

V. 51k Ricmann, M. P for the same Co. from 17539 to 1761, m. Henrietta, danghter
and coheiress of Henry iercy, Esq., had four sons and six daughters, and was eurcepded
by his eldest son,

VI Sir Tuosas, M. P. for the same Co., whoe m, Dorathea. only danghter of Fdward
Bayley, I, I, Arch Deacon of Dublin, and weice of Sir Nicholas Bayley, Bart. of Flas
Newth, had four sons and four denghters, and wos sneceeded by his eldest som,

VI Sk Ricrarn, 3L P for the @ame Co, from 1723 10 1200, m. Sarah, only deogh-
ter of Thomas Worth Nowingham, Esq., and was succesded by his son,

VI Sk Trosas, Bart. of Garryhoodon: Jan. 12, 1812, m. Frances (raham, fourth
dan. of Jahn Graham Clark, Esq ., by whom he has two 2ons and seven danghters.”

Now, of the multitude of possihilities snpposable in the case, one is, that James Batler
of Woharn, had his descent from the family of Ormond, and wng collaterally related to the
noble family here traced. Tt haz been thought he was rebnied (o Stephen Butler of Bos-
ton, whose 'Eamily register is given in the Register for Aprl, 1847, Vol T No. 2; but by
having & son in 1677 it appears he was too old 1o be his son.

One of the sons of Dea. Joha Butler wag inclined 1o 'Il'lflluiiili‘-'r!l:ltss on the sabject of

izree, el often ingquired of foreigners whom he happened to ses, i there were Hutlors
in their country ¢ When in advanced age. and confined to kis bed by a chronic rhewma-
tism, one just from Freland happencd te eall in, of whom he made his usual inquiry, and
upon receiving an affirmative answer, he observed, that they were of noble blood, that the
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tenant of Treland, or from the great and good Bizhop, whose # Analogy” has
rendered his name immortal. Equally unavailing would the task be to
rove that a slip from the humorons author of Hudibras formed the stock
rom which they are shoots; or thay they are the collateral kindred of the
resent Earl of Ormond of the House of Lotds, or of the member of the
of Commons from the county of Kilkenney, of whom each has the
cognomen of BurLer. The Emerald Isle, however, was undoubtedly the
eountry from which their ances or emigrated, and the Irish the nation with
whom they share nationality.

Joln Butler was first taxed in Woburn, Aug. 8, 1698, and for the last
time in 1721.  The births of eight of his children are thers recorded.

Jonathan Tyng of Woburn, March 8, 1721, conveyed by deed 1o John
Butler of said Woburn, 450 aeres of land Iying in Dunstable, next adjoin-
ing Dhracut line, and soon after another parcel of 150 acres adjoining the
first lot. The line between Dunstable and Dracut at that time is known to
have ran from “a pine tree in sight of beaver hrook” to long pond, erossing
the “mammoth™ roud now so ealled. near the school house and burying-
gﬂm in the southwesterly part of Pellwm. Hence it appears that John

utler’s land was situated in a terrilory aflerwards included in Nottingham
west, and subsequent to establishment of the state line, incorporated into the
town of Pelbham, and is the same upon which he and many of his posterity
lived and died, and where some of his descendams still reside. It Appears
that he removed from Wuburn to 1ake possession of his lands in the spring
of 1721-2,

Proprietors of wild lands in this region about this time erected a building
on the gite of Mr. Benjumin Cutter's present dwelling house for the pur-
pose of encouraging settlers in those regions, by piving them the vse and
eceupation of it while preparing habitations of their own on such lands as
l-hei\r might purchase.

tis believed that John Batler, who was one of the first who setded in
this region, availed Wimself of the privilege tendered, and ocecupied the
building till he built a house on the land he had purchased of Mr. Tyng.
This I erected on a spot between the present house and barn of Mr. John
Gage, upon or near the ensterly side of the present travelled mammoth
road. It was constructed of pine logs, hewn and locked or dovetailed to-
ther at the corners. with a diteh and pallizadoes avound it, and portholes
rough the logs on all sides of convenient height for shooting in case of an
attack by the Indians. A draw-bridge was thrown aeross the ditch by day,
which wus drawn up by night. Tt was the expressed desire of the builder
and oceapant of thiz log cabin or garrison, that it might remain as long as
its timbers would hold iogether, a3 & memento to his posterity of the cour-
age, perseverance, and endurance of the pioneers in that wildernezs. Tt
stood about four score years after its erection to be viewed by two
tions after him, and then was taken down, and all traces of its foundation
are now obliterated.

Little is known of the characier of him who is here placed at the head
of this Butler fumily, except what is inferred from his history thug brief,
and from a few records of the towns in which he lived. The solitary wil.
derness was not a favorable position for the development of intellectual en-
dowments, or if possessed, for their being recorded and transmitted to pos-

Dake of Ormond was a Batler, and farther ingiired, ¥ Were they not of high Bood ¥
“Yes, in faith." answered the stranger, in troe netional ingennousness, I have seéen some
of them so high that they stood upon nothing.”
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terity, It appears that at the first mecting in Nottinoham west, (pow
Hudson) he was chesen town elerk and a selectmsm, which offices e held
several years. Ile 13 styled Deacon in the records both off Hudson and
Pelham, and mast have been one of the first in both places.  Ile was the
progenitor of a numerous race of hardy, robuat, hovest yeomanry., The
small, rourh stone which marks the apot of his terment in the common
burying-place  little south from where hiz humble dwelling stood, bears the
following inscription rudely engraved upon it:

I
Tohn
Butler
1759, A
82.
From the records of Woburn and other reliable sources, we have the
following register of his children :

I. Joux BorLER and BLizaBseTH his wiflie.

1 Elizabeth, b. Sept. 4, 1704, m. Ephraim Cummings.
Mary Hamblet,

#John,  b.Jube 22,1706, m. {H.nlh e
Mauary Wright,

3 Samuel, b.May 38,1708, m. ot GOE il

4 Barah, b Jan. 10, 1708-10, 4. unm. Sept. 21, 1723.

. ' Abigail Nourse,

S dJoscph, b Dec. 11,1713, m. { Hannah Grage,
Mary Ladd.

& Phebe, b.Jan. 25, 1714-15 m. John Darant,

7 Mary, b Dec 27,1716, m. Benjamin Darant

8 Jacob, b Nov. 10, 1718, m. Mary Eames.

9 Abigail, b. Nov. 5, 1720, m. Henry Baldwin.

) Jonathan Morgan
10 Barsh, b, Nov. 98,1784, m. Josiah Harablet,

-

The four sons above named of the second generation, seitled, lived to
good old age, and died in the westerly part of Pelham ; namely, John lived
on the west side of Gumpus brogk, where the Messrs, Seavys now live;
Samuel first on the Spafford farm north of the garrisoned house, and in
1747 removed to the foot of Jeremy's hill, on the farm now owned by his
grandson, Mr. Phinchas Butler; Joseph at the northwest corner of the
town, at the mills now owned by Mr. Nehemiah Butler, his grandson ; and
Jacob on the homestead, owning the mills on Gumpus brook, near its outlet
from the pond of the same name. The death of Saraly, the fourth child, is
said to have been eaused by o beanl of rye getting into her noze and pro-
ducing inflammation. It is believed she was the first person buried in the
common burying-place in that part of the town. The other daughters all
married, and the registers following are complete, or nearly so, of the third
generation.

An incident which happened in this fumnily at an early penod of their
residence in the garrisoned house deserves nolice, to perpetuate its remem-
brance. Jacob and Phebe, being small children, went into the woods to-
wards evening onc day in April, to observe where the pizeons chose their
roosting places, that they might go in the night with tovches, decoy them
down and take them, which they wnderstood might easily be dome.  Afier
strolling about for some time, and night approaching, they commenced their
return, and coming to o sprace swamp in which the pireons would probably
roost, one took the right and the other the left side of the swamp, agreing
to meet at the other end.  T'hebe arrived at the place appointed, but Jacob
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becoming bewildered, did not meet her.  After waiting as long as she dared
for her brother, she was fortunate enough to find her way to the log house.
Bearch was immediately commenced with torches and hallooings, but with-
out success, Jacob, meanwhile, unable to find either his sister or his w
home, looked ont the best Jodging the wilderness afforded. Finding an
hollow tree fallen down, he crept into it feet foremost, the better to defend
himself from wild Leasts or to crawl out on any emergency. On hearing
the halloving and seeing the lights of those in search of him he Jeft his lodg-
ing gllane ; but finding they were far off and not approaching him, and fear-
ing he might not find so convenient lodging elsewhere, he crept back aod
lay till morning. As to the time and manner of his getting home, tradition
is lost; but on his arrival, the first refreshment he roceived was a dish of
Eaumkea- These were g0 delicious to his taste that ever afterwards ﬂmﬂi;:g
life, on the same day of April annually, he would have the same di
provided, and that day in his calendar became the Feast of Pancakes.

{1 1.}

II. Evizapern Botree m Ernraix Conmxives, Nottingham West, supposed.
1 Peter, b Iles. 8 1733, m. —— .

b, May 12, 1736, m. Samuel
id, b May 20 1728 m, —— Buotterficld.
itzabeth, b, Oct. 26, 1740, m. Nathaniel Hazelton.
raim, b April 9, 1743, m. Be Mernll.
annnh, b April 29, 1745, m. J Cumrmings.
iseilla, b.July 7, 1747, m. Jonathan Land.

(L 2}

Manr HamprLer,
II. Joux Borrer m. { Rote Wyman.

Benjamin Barker
1 Mary, b March 22, [737, m. James Barnet, or
2 John, b, Dhee. 29, 1728, m. Greely.
& Nathan, b March 6, 1741, m. Hannah Ha
4 David, b Dec. 7, 1743, m. Rebekah Chase.
5 Jonathan, b. Jan. 11, 1745-6, d. Fm !
?F' Mo, b M 19, 1756, 1 oy il Sarah Tarbox.
onathan, 17 .
8 Ruth, h.H:;chH, 1761, ¢ bY o 2nd '"r'*{""-luhn'l'nrhm.

¥

::'EH

e =

:

(L 3)

, Mary Wmicar.
I1. Samoen BoTeer m. Evizapetn Jonyson, wid.

1 Hn;, h. March 22, 1737, m. Daniel Barker.

2 b. Feh, 12 1740, d. .
3 ﬂllub,l :_'5"" 28, I";'Irl., m. Frost.
4 Bamie ane 20, T4, 4. young,.
5 llohmfu, b, Bept. 4, 1744, d. vonng.
6 Bulah, h. Jan. I,I'I'H-h:{.n.l.l:{nlfnuq.
All by first wife.
(L 5}
AmGatt. Noorsg,
II. Jossen ButLer m.  Hawsan Graos,
Mary Lapp,
1 Abfgall, b Bept. 2117 first wife, m. Joseph Wilson of Draent.
3 Iﬂllchminh,t March 2, 13:31 “a,m“'; f'm- Ly Wood
3 Gideon, March 24, 1751, Rogers,
4 Molly, b. Dec. 15, 1755, m. Timothy I.-EE
5 Jesse,  b.Dec. 15,1757, m. {ﬁ:’ﬁﬂﬁﬂ iy
6 Thaddeus, b, Nov. 15 1760, m, —— Beetle.
7 Haonah, b.June 26, 1761, m. George Tallant.
8 Phebe, b. Anz. 27, 1763, d. unm
9 Eljah, b April 13, 1765, m, = Fifield.
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10 Jamea, b March 2, 1767, . unrm.
11 William, h A 2, 1760, 4 nnm.
12 Abihail, & ll.,.l:?'fl,d.]'n‘lll'lg.
{I. 4.)
IL. Paepe Brrrer m. Jonw Doraxrt of Billerica.
1 Olive, b Aug. 29,1739,
2 Phebe, b Oet. 14, 1741,
& Barah, b Nov. 1, 1743
4 Joshua, b Nov. 30, 1745,
B Levi, b.July 9 1748
(L. 7.}
Il. Magy Borrer m. BeExsamiy Donast of Billerica.
1 Thomas, b March 3, 17389,
2 Mary,  b.Jue 23,1740,
3 Benpmin, b Jane | 1741
(1. &)
IL Jacon Boreenr m. Mary Eiues,
1d h A 20, 1747, m. Sally Morgan.
2 Than h.ﬂE 23, 1748, m. Molly T .
Marv, tll;ma 4, 1750, m. Hon. Joseph B. Varmom.
b,
h.

Feb. 6, 1761 o E:“‘mmm
an,b. May an'lm:::hbmrludp'
{I. &)

i

EUE“

IL Amigarr Borrek m. Hewny Banbwiw of Shrewsbury.
1 m b. Dee. 22, 1743, m. Elisha Ward of Petersham.
2 Farm b. Dec. 25, 1745, m. Jonathan Hewood, Jr., of Concord.
3 Abigall, b April 9. 1748, m. Dr. Abraham Holland of Walpole, N, H.
4 Relief, b. Dee. 5, 1750, m. William Hammond of Newton.
5 Henry, b. d. ;ro'n'nf..h
& Henry, b Mor. 12, 1753, m. Aznbeh Keves.
7 Lueretia, b Nov. 12, 1756, m. Jonas S1one of Leicester.
8 Thaddens, b. Dee 7, 1758, m. Abigail Rice.
9 Life, b. April 25, 1763, m. Mary Holland.
10 Tilly, b Aug. 10, 1770, & young.
(L 10} )
Joxarmaw MoRGan,
IL Sawsn BoTiea m. {Juua.n HamnLrET.

hh b March 22 1745, m. Hannah Greely.
b. June 6 1753, } By Morgan.{ m. Jacob Batler.
Jonathan, h. March 26, 17560, m. Lydia Jones.
Benjamin, b March 21, 1761, Polly Wilzon.

5 David, = b.Jely & t7es ( DY Hamblet. {::". Wyman.
All the ehildren of theso nine familics. comprising the third

e
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ETRtion,

were born within the present limits of Pelham, except those of E. Cum-
mings. the Dwrants, and three or four of Henry Baldwin's, and all are dead.

David, Neheminl, and Jacob, severally, at different times

ted

the town in the General Court. Nathan and David were militia officers,
having been soldiers in the war of the Revolution. Elijah, without more
than a common gchool educntion, studied physie, and practised in Weare,

N. H.
(L2 TIL1Y)

Bexiawmiy Bairker,
1. Mazy BurLewm. {J..IH!'.:& Barner, or Baumanrn.

1 *DBenjumin, b Oct. 26, 1757, by Barker, m. Phebe Butler.
(I.2. IL2)
HI. Joux Burren m. Many GaEsny.
L Asa, b Oet. 7, LT81, m. Hebecea Gounld.
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2 #*Rachel, b Sept. 5, 1783, d. :

3 John, hoduly 15, 1785, Jives in Wisconsin.

4 \ b July 27, 1787, lives in stare of New York.
5 ®Molly,  hoduly 14,1789, d, youns,

6 Joel, b, Bept. 12, 1791, m. Deborh Gage.

7 Richard, b June 71793, m. Surah J. Jones.

8 Joshas,  b.July 29,1790, m. Persis Gage.

9 James, LoJan. 5, 1799, lives in Wisconsin.
10 Polly, b.Oct. 18, 1800, m. — Peasley.

(.2 1Lz}
Il Nataax Bureer m. Hanxan Have,
Had no children.

(L2 IL4)

IIL Davie Betner m, Repexanw Crase,
1 *Rhods, b, July 11, 1774, d. young,
2 *avid, b April T, L1776, m. Polly Chickering of East Andover, Me.

3 *lsanc, b 13, 1779, m. Naney Chaplin.

4 *B:I;z. b, March 13, :?ﬂ!.d.‘nm:.q P

3 *Enoch, b.Nov. 925 1782, m. Susanns Marsh.

& Natham, b May 14, 1785 m. Sally Roby of Bedford, N, H.
7 *Rehecen, b Des. 29, 1 . unm.

8 Thomas, b. May 24, 1790, m. Hannah Gould.

(L2 II&)
HL Extzanen Buries m. Hexey Hauk of Nottingham West.
1 Henry
(L 2. IL7.)
IIL Joxarwan Bureer m. Samaw Tarrox.
I *Reaben, b Oct, 10, 1782, 4. yo
2 ®Jopathan, b. M I8, 1785, 4. unm.
3 Delilah, b.Nov. 16, 1787, m. Asa Merrill.
P, b B RN
I’_ » . -
& %Jamey, 24, 1796, d. umm.
24, 1
24,

kil
LS

T *Pally, 7598, d. young.
8 Dm-ir-, img: m.jla:ﬂ 8. Whittier.

(L2 IL&)
IT. Rere Burier m. Jons Tagsox.

Locy,  b.June 28, 1773,
James P b, Nov. 10, 1781,

Samuel, b, Feb. 16, 1784, d. young.
Samuel, b Oct. 30, 1786,
William, b. Apnl 13, 1788,

John,  hJume &, 1791
Polly,  b.June 17, 1705,

I
1
2
a0

4

5

&

y

8 Eliza, b Aug. 27, 1797,

{La TLL)

T Mary or Moty Boreer m. Dasizr Bagsze.
1 *Samael, b Oct. 18 1760, m. Nabby Petringale.
2 *Daniel, b March 5 1763, 4. unm.

3 *Benjamin, b. Doc. 12, 1704, m.

4 ®James, b Ang. 18, 1766, 4. youne.

5 Mary,  b.July 1L 1768,

& ®*Theodore, b Aug. 17, 1770, A, young.

7 ®*Siephen, b.June 7. 1773, d. Foumng.

8 James, b March 13, 1778, . Betsey Dimond.
9 Mechitabel, b. Magy 27,1778,

10 Abigail, b . Kor. 14, 1782,

11 Stephen, b Jan. 5, 1783, m,[ :arrt:;r |

['To be continued.]



